
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA  

 

       CASE NO. 2026-009556-CA-01  

PAUL JEFFERSON, EVELYN SANDS, and  

BRIDGETT CONNOR, individually and on  

behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

 Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS, INC., 

 

 Defendant. 

_____________________________________/ 

 

PLAINTIFFS’ UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS 

ACTION SETTLEMENT AND INCORPORATED MEMORANDUM OF LAW 

 

Pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil Procedure (“Rule”) 1.220, Plaintiffs Paul Jefferson, 

Evelyn Sands, and Bridgett Connor (collectively, “Plaintiffs”), individually, and on behalf of the 

Settlement Class,1 respectfully submit this Unopposed Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class 

Action Settlement, supported by the Joint Declaration of Class Counsel (“Joint Decl.”), attached 

hereto as Exhibit B.2 If approved, the Settlement will fully resolve the claims asserted in the Action 

and provide meaningful monetary and non-monetary relief to Settlement Class Members whose 

personally identifiable information (“PII”) and protected health information (“PHI”) may have 

been accessed in two (2) data security incidents impacting Community Connections, Inc.’s 

 
1 All capitalized terms herein shall have the same meanings as those defined in the Settlement 

Agreement (“SA” or “Settlement”), attached as Exhibit A. 
2 Defendant does not oppose the requested relief in this Motion; however, Defendant does not 

concur or admit to any of the allegations contained in the Complaint or any other complaints filed 

against Defendant. For the avoidance of doubt, Defendant does not concede the factual or legal 

basis for any claim asserted in the Complaint and denies liability. The language in this Motion, 

including the description of proceedings, as well as legal and factual arguments, is Plaintiffs’, and 

Defendant may disagree with certain of those characterizations and descriptions. 
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(“Defendant”) systems in or around October 2024 and April 2026. For the reasons set forth below, 

preliminary approval of the Settlement should be GRANTED and Notice of the Settlement should 

be disseminated to the Settlement Class. 

I. INTRODUCTION  

The underlying litigation stems from two (2) data security incidents impacting Defendant’s 

systems. On October 21, 2024, Defendant experienced a ransomware incident (the “2024 Data 

Incident”). (SA, ¶ 1). After an investigation, Defendant determined that certain files may have been 

accessed without authorization and, on or around August 22, 2025, sent out notice letters to 

potentially impacted individuals. (Id.). Thereafter, on April 4, 2026, Defendant experienced a 

second data security incident by a different threat actor (the “2026 Data Incident”) (together, with 

the 2024 Data Incident, the “Data Incidents”). (Id.). After several lawsuits were filed against 

Defendant, the Parties agreed to conserve resources and focus their efforts on early resolution. (Id. 

¶¶ 3–8).  Following a mediation overseen by experienced data privacy mediator, Judge David E. 

Jones (Ret.), of Resolute Systems, LLC (“Judge Jones”), the Parties reached an agreement in 

principle to resolve all claims related to the Data Incidents. (Id. ¶ 7). 

Defendant denies all allegations of wrongdoing, fault, and liability. Defendant has agreed 

to this Settlement solely to avoid the burden, expense, and uncertainty of protracted litigation. (Id. 

¶ 9). This Settlement is not, and shall not be construed as, an admission or finding of liability, fault, 

or wrongdoing of any kind against any Party. (Id.). 

The Settlement provides significant relief for the Settlement Class. Specifically, Defendant 

has agreed to pay or cause to be paid: (i) Documented Losses up to $5,000.00 per Settlement Class 

Member with claim supporting documentation (id. ¶ 59(a)); and (ii) reimbursement for time spent 

remedying issues related to the Data Incidents or researching the Data Incidents at a rate of $25.00 
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per hour, for up to four (4) hours (a total of $100.00) (id. ¶ 59(b)). Alternatively, Settlement Class 

Members may elect to receive a cash payment in the amount of $50.00. (Id. ¶ 59(c)).3 In addition 

to the above, all Settlement Class Members will be sent a code to enroll in two (2) years of one (1) 

bureau Credit Monitoring through CyEx. (Id. ¶ 60).  

As explained below, the Settlement meets all the requirements for preliminary approval. 

Therefore, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court enter an order: (i) granting preliminary 

approval of the Settlement; (ii) provisionally certifying the Settlement Class for settlement 

purposes only; (iii) appointing Plaintiffs as Class Representatives and Scott Edelsberg of Edelsberg 

Law, P.A. and Tonyia Johnson of Shamis & Gentile P.A. as Class Counsel; (iv) approving the form 

of the Notices and the Notice Program; (v) approving the Claim Form and the Claim Process; (vi) 

appointing CPT Group, Inc. as the Settlement Administrator; (vii) establishing procedures and 

deadlines for Settlement Class Members to opt-out and object to the Settlement; and (viii) 

scheduling a Final Approval Hearing at which time the Court will consider Final Approval of the 

Settlement, Settlement Class certification, and the Plaintiffs’ Application for Attorneys’ Fees, 

Costs, and Service Awards. 

II. FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

 Defendant is a behavioral health agency based in Washington, D.C. that provides mental 

health and clinical housing services. (Compl., ¶ 2). Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class are current 

and former employees and patients of Defendant. (Id. ¶ 3). Defendant collected and maintained 

Plaintiffs’ and Class Members’ PII and PHI during the course of obtaining services/employment. 

 
3 “No documentation is required to claim this benefit other than submission of a Valid Claim. 

Claims for Cash Payment C are subject to an aggregate cap of $250,000.00. In the event the number 

of claims for an Alternative Cash Payment exceeds the sum of $250,000.00, such claims will be 

reduced on a pro rata basis.” (SA, ¶ 59(c)). 
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(Id. ¶ 4). 

 On October 21, 2024, Defendant experienced a ransomware incident and began an 

investigation into the matter. (SA, ¶ 1). Defendant determined that certain files may have been 

accessed without authorization and, on or around August 22, 2025, sent out notice letters to 

potentially impacted individuals. (Id.). On April 4, 2026, Defendant experienced a second data 

security incident by a different threat actor. (Id.). Following an investigation, Defendant learned 

that the Private Information of approximately 20,889 individuals was contained in the potentially 

affected files from both Data Incidents. (Id. ¶ 2). 

 Beginning on September 3, 2025, a number of putative class action lawsuits were filed 

against Defendant relating to the 2024 Data Incident in the United States District Court for the 

District of Columbia (the “Related Actions”). (Id. ¶ 3). Plaintiffs’ counsel in the Related Actions 

conferred and collectively decided to work together to pursue the claims of their respective 

plaintiffs and the putative class. (Id.). The Related Actions were consolidated on November 24, 

2025. (Id.). Shortly thereafter, the Parties prepared for and attended a scheduling conference and 

Defendant filed a motion to dismiss the consolidated complaint on January 23, 2026. (Id. ¶ 4).  On 

January 27, 2026, in an effort to conserve resources for the benefit of the class, the Parties filed a 

joint motion to stay the case pending a scheduled mediation with experienced mediator, Judge 

Jones. (Id.).  The District Court granted the motion to stay on February 3, 2026, after a hearing. 

(Id.).   

 In advance of mediation, Plaintiffs requested and Defendant provided informal discovery 

including information related to, among other things, the nature and cause of the 2024 Data 

Incident, the number and geographic location of individuals impacted by the 2024 Data Incident, 

and the specific type of information potentially accessed. (Id. ¶ 5). 
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 On April 8, 2026, Plaintiffs’ counsel learned that Defendant experienced the 2026 Data 

Incident. (Id. ¶ 6). Shortly thereafter, and following careful review and investigation, Plaintiffs 

moved for leave to amend their operative complaint to add additional allegations concerning the 

2026 Data Incident to ensure complete relief and adjudication of all claims for all putative class 

members in a single proceeding. (Id.). On April 22, 2026, the unopposed motion for leave to amend 

was granted, and Plaintiffs filed their Amended Consolidated Complaint on April 27, 2026. (Id.). 

 On April 29, 2026, the Parties participated in a full-day mediation with Judge Jones. (Id. ¶ 

7). After arms-length negotiations between experienced counsel, the Parties reached an agreement 

on the material terms of this proposed classwide Settlement. (Id.). During these confidential 

negotiations, it was determined that federal court jurisdiction was improper and that jurisdiction 

and venue was proper in this Court. (Id.). Consequently, Plaintiffs dismissed the federal action and 

filed this Action. (Id. ¶ 8). The Complaint alleges claims against Defendant arising out of the Data 

Incidents for negligence/negligence per se, breach of implied contract, and unjust enrichment on 

behalf of a proposed national class. (Id.). The Parties now agree to settle the Action entirely, 

without any admission or finding of liability or wrongdoing, with respect to all Released Claims 

of the Releasing Parties. (Id. ¶ 9). 

III. SUMMARY OF THE SETTLEMENT TERMS 

A. Settlement Class. 

Plaintiffs seek Preliminary Approval of the Settlement on behalf of the following 

Settlement Class: 

[A]ll individuals in the United States whose Private Information was impacted as a 

result of the Data Incidents, including all individuals who were sent a Notice Letter.  

 

(Id. ¶ 52). Excluded from the Settlement Class are (i) Defendant and its officers and directors, and 

(i) any Judge to whom this case is assigned as well as their judicial staff and immediate family 
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members. (Id.). 

B. Settlement Class Member Benefits  

Cash Payment A – Documented Losses. All Settlement Class Members are eligible to 

submit a claim for up to $5,000.00 per Settlement Class Member upon presentment of reasonable 

documentation of losses related to fraud and/or identity theft as a result of the Data Incidents. (Id. 

¶ 59(a)). Documented Losses include, by way of example, unreimbursed losses relating to fraud 

or identity theft if: (i) the loss is an actual, documented, and unreimbursed monetary loss; (ii) the 

loss was more likely than not caused by the Data Incidents; and (iii) the loss was incurred after the 

date of the Data Incidents. (Id.). To receive payment for documented losses, a Settlement Class 

Member must complete and submit a Claim Form and include third-party documentation in 

support of the Claim. (Id.). 

Cash Payment B – Loss Time. Settlement Class Members may also submit a Claim for 

reimbursement for time spent remedying issues related to the Data Incidents or researching the 

Data Incidents at a rate of $25.00 per hour, for up to four (4) hours (a total of $100.00). (Id. ¶ 

59(b)). The Settlement Class Member must attest (by signature or checkmark) the validity of the 

Class Member’s Lost Time Claim and to briefly describe the time spent. (Id.). Settlement Class 

Members may elect to submit a Claim for both Cash Payment A and Cash Payment B. (Id.). 

Cash Payment C – Alternative Cash Payment. As an alternative to Cash Payment A and 

Cash Payment B, all Settlement Class Members may elect to receive Cash Payment C, which is a 

cash payment in the amount of $50.00. (Id. ¶ 59(c)). No documentation is required to claim this 

benefit other than submission of a Valid Claim. (Id.). Claims for Cash Payment C are subject to an 

aggregate cap of $250,000.00. (Id.). In the event the number of claims for an Alternative Cash 

Payment exceeds the sum of $250,000.00, such claims will be reduced on a pro rata basis. (Id.). 
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Credit Monitoring. In addition to selecting one (1) or more of the Cash Payments listed 

above, all Settlement Class Members will be sent a code to enroll in two (2) years of one (1) bureau 

Credit Monitoring through CyEx. (Id. ¶ 60). Settlement Class Members do not need to submit a 

Claim but must activate the code sent to them in the Postcard Notice. (Id.). 

Remedial Measures. Prior to Final Approval, Defendant will provide Class Counsel with 

a written and signed confidential declaration regarding the data security measures, including the 

cost associated therewith, it implemented following the Data Incidents to better protect the 

Settlement Class’s Private Information. (Id. ¶ 62).  The costs of any such security measures on the 

part of Defendant were paid or will be paid separately by or on behalf of Defendant. (Id.). 

C. Attorneys’ Fees and Service Awards. 

In recognition of the substantial work Class Counsel undertook for the benefit of the Class, 

pursuant to the terms of the Settlement Agreement, Class Counsel are permitted to seek an award 

of attorneys’ fees and costs of up to $362,500.00, to be paid by or on behalf of Defendant, separate 

and apart from Defendant’s obligation to pay or cause to be paid Settlement Administration Costs 

and the Settlement Class Member Benefits to Settlement Class Members. (Id. ¶ 93).4 Additionally, 

Class Counsel, on behalf of the Class Representatives, are permitted to seek Service Awards of up 

to $2,500.00 per Class Representative ($7,500.00 total), subject to Court approval. (Id. ¶ 92). 

D. Settlement Class Notice. 

The Settlement provides for a comprehensive Notice Program, which includes a Postcard 

Notice, Long Form Notice, Settlement Website, and Settlement telephone line. (Id. ¶¶ 66, 67–70). 

Defendant will be solely responsible for the payment of all Settlement Administration Costs. (Id. 

 
4 Class Counsel will file a separate motion supporting their request for attorneys’ fees, costs, 

expenses, and service awards. 
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¶ 61).  

Within thirty (30) days following entry of the Preliminary Approval Order, Settlement 

Class Members for whom an address is known will be sent a Postcard Notice with a tear-off Claim 

Form. (Id. ¶ 68).  The Postcard Notice includes, among other information: (i) a description of the 

material terms of the Settlement; (ii) how to submit a Claim Form; (iii) the Claim Deadline; (iv) 

the Opt-Out Deadline by which Settlement Class Members must opt-out of the Settlement Class; 

(v) the Objection Deadline by which Settlement Class Members must object to the Settlement 

and/or Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service Awards; (vi) the Final Approval Hearing 

date, time, and location; and (vii) the Settlement Website address at which Settlement Class 

Members may access this Agreement and other related documents and information. (Id. ¶ 70). The 

Postcard Notice will also include activation codes for the Credit Monitoring. (Id.). Settlement 

Class Members may request a Long Form Notice, review key documents and dates on the 

Settlement Website, and get answers to frequently asked questions by calling a toll-free telephone 

number. (Id. ¶¶  66(a), 66(c), 71).  

E. Claims Process. 

All Settlement Class Members must submit a Valid Claim to the Settlement Administrator 

to receive a Cash Payment payable from Defendant. (Id. ¶ 58). If a Settlement Class Member does 

not submit a Valid Claim, the Settlement Class Member will release his or her claims without 

receiving a Cash Payment, but they will receive a Credit Monitoring enrollment code. (Id.). 

F. Opt-Out and Objection Procedures. 

Opt-outs. The Long Form Notice also includes a procedure for Settlement Class Members 

to opt-out of the Settlement Class, and the Postcard Notice directs Settlement Class Members to 

review the Long Form Notice to obtain the opt-out instructions. (Id. ¶ 72). A Settlement Class 
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Member may opt-out by mailing a request to opt-out to the Settlement Administrator postmarked 

no later than the Opt-Out Deadline. (Id.). The opt-out request must be personally signed by the 

Settlement Class Member and contain the requestor’s name, address, telephone number, and email 

address, and include a statement indicating a request to be excluded from the Settlement Class. 

(Id.).  Mass or Class opt-outs by an attorney or other representative of a group of Settlement Class 

Members will not be accepted. (Id.). Any Settlement Class Member who does not timely and 

validly request to opt-out will be bound by the terms of the Settlement Agreement even if that 

Settlement Class Member does not submit a Valid Claim. (Id.). 

Objections. The Long Form Notice will also include a procedure for Settlement Class 

Members to object to the Settlement and/or Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service 

Awards, and the Postcard Notice directs Settlement Class Members to review the Long Form 

Notice to obtain the objection instructions. (Id. ¶ 73). Objections must be filed with the Court, and 

sent by U.S. Mail to Class Counsel, Defendant’s Counsel, and the Settlement Administrator by the 

Objection Deadline. (Id.). For an objection to be considered by the Court, the relevant Settlement 

Class Member must file and mail (as indicated by the postmark date) the objection before the 

Objection Deadline, as specified in the Notice, and the relevant Settlement Class Member must 

not have excluded themselves from the Settlement Class. (Id.). For an objection to be considered 

by the Court, it must strictly and fully comply with each and every requirement outlined in the 

Settlement Agreement, the Long Form Notice, and the Preliminary Approval Order. (Id.). 

For an objection to be considered by the Court, the objection must also set forth:  

(a) the objector’s full name, mailing address, telephone number, and email address (if any);  

(b) all grounds for the objection, accompanied by any legal support for the objection 

known to the objector or objector’s counsel;  
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(c) the number of times the objector has objected to a class action settlement within the 

five years preceding the date that the objector files the objection, the caption of each 

case in which the objector has made such objection, and a copy of any orders related to 

or ruling upon the objector’s prior objections that were issued by the trial and appellate 

courts in each listed case;  

(d) the identity of all counsel (if any) who represent the objector, including any former or 

current counsel who may be entitled to compensation for any reason related to the 

objection to the Settlement and/or Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service 

Awards, and whether they will appear at the Final Approval Hearing;  

(e) the number of times in which the objector’s counsel and/or counsel’s law firm have 

objected to a class action settlement within the five years preceding the date of the filed 

objection, the caption of each case in which counsel or the firm has made such objection 

and a copy of any orders related to or ruling upon counsel’s or the counsel’s law firm’s 

prior objections that were issued by the trial and appellate courts in each listed case in 

which the objector’s counsel and/or counsel’s law firm have objected to a class action 

settlement within the preceding five years;  

(f) a list of all persons who will be called to testify at the Final Approval Hearing in support 

of the objection (if any);  

(g) a statement confirming whether the objector intends to personally appear and/or testify 

at the Final Approval Hearing; and  

(h) the objector’s signature (an attorney’s signature is not sufficient).  
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(Id. ¶ 74). Class Counsel and/or Defendant’s Counsel may conduct limited discovery on any 

objector or objector’s counsel, including taking depositions and propounding document requests. 

(Id.). 

G. Release of Claims. 

 Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members who do not timely and validly opt-out of the 

Settlement Class will be bound by the terms of the Settlement, including the Releases that 

discharge the Released Claims against the Released Parties. (Id. ¶¶ 47–48, 95–97). 

IV. ARGUMENT 

In order to preliminarily approve a proposed class action settlement, a court must first 

determine that all the requirements for class certification set forth in Rule 1.220(a) and at least one 

(1) of the requirements of Rule 1.220(b), are satisfied for settlement purposes. Once the court has 

determined that the settlement class meets the requirements for class certification pursuant to Rule 

1.220 for settlement purposes, the court’s analysis turns to the terms of the proposed settlement 

and whether the settlement’s terms are fair, reasonable, and adequate. Grosso v. Fidelity National 

Title Ins. Co., 983 So. 2d 1165, 1170 (Fla. 3d DCA 2008). This is a two-step process. First, the 

Court must determine whether the proposed settlement terms fall within the range of 

reasonableness such that preliminary approval is warranted. Second, after notice is given to the 

class, the Court must evaluate whether final approval is warranted. See Manual for Complex 

Litigation, Third, § 30.41, at 236–37 (1995). In granting preliminary approval, courts typically 

first certify the class for settlement purposes, then consider the fairness of the settlement at the 

final hearing. See, e.g., Grosso, 983 So. 2d at 1170. For the reasons set forth below, this criterion 

is met here and preliminary approval should be granted. 

A. The Settlement Class Should be Certified for Settlement Purposes. 
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The threshold requirements for class certification are outlined in Rule 1.220. A class action 

may only be certified after the court determines that: (i) there is sufficient numerosity of class 

members; (ii) there is commonality of the claims or defenses of the named class representative and 

each member of the class; (iii) the claims or defenses of the class representative are typical of that 

of the class; and (iv) the class representative can fairly and adequately represent the interests of 

each member of the class. See Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.220(a). Further, the court must conclude that one 

(1) of the subdivisions of Rule 1.220(b) are satisfied, including whether: 

the questions of law or fact common to the claim or defense of the representative 

party and the claim or defense of each member of the class predominate over any 

question of law or fact affecting only individual members of the class, and class 

representation is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient 

adjudication of the controversy. 

 

Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.220(b)(3). Here, certification of the Settlement Class is warranted because the 

requirements of Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.220 are satisfied for settlement purposes only. 

As to Rule 1.220(a), for settlement purposes only, there are approximately 20,889 

Settlement Class Members (numerosity), all of which have the same claim for which the court 

would decide common issues of fact and law centered on whether Defendant’s security 

environment was adequate to protect the Settlement Class’ Private Information (commonality); 

Plaintiffs’ claims are the same as the rest of the Settlement Class Members’ claims and Plaintiffs 

are not subject to any unique affirmative defenses (typicality); and Plaintiffs and Class Counsel 

have zealously litigated the claim, secured substantial relief, and have no conflicting interests to 

the Settlement Class, and Class Counsel has extensive experience litigating data breach class 

actions (adequacy). (Joint Decl., ¶ 13). 

As to Rule 1.220(b)(3), pursuant to the terms of the Settlement, for settlement purposes 

only, there are no individual issues precluding class treatment (predominance), and class treatment 
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is the best method of adjudication, as seen in the fact that every Settlement Class Member shall 

receive relief without the need for numerous (and duplicative) individual cases (superiority). (Joint 

Decl., ¶ 14). See also Sosa v. Safeway Premium Fin. Co., 73 So. 3d 91, 106–07 (Fla. 2011) 

(outlining requirements for class certification); Pinnacle Condominium Association, Inc. v. Haney, 

262 So.3d 260, 262-263 (Fla. 3d DCA 2019) (addressing Rule 1.220(a)–(b) elements in affirming 

class certification). Thus, certification of the Settlement Class is warranted for settlement purposes. 

B. The Notice Program is the Best Practicable Notice and Comports with Due Process 

Requirements. 

 

The notice requirements of Rule 1.220(d)(2) are designed to provide sufficient due process 

to Settlement Class Members by sufficiently informing them of the pendency of the Action and 

providing an opportunity to be heard or opt-out and must be the “most practicable under the 

circumstances.” Combined Services, Inc. v. City of Opa-Locka, 394 So. 3d 98, 102 (Fla. 3d DCA 

2024) (quoting Rule 1.220(d)(2)). To satisfy this requirement, individual notice should be provided 

to Settlement Class Members who can be identified through reasonable effort. See Fla. R. Civ. P. 

1.220(d)(2); Cordell v. World Ins. Co., 355 So. 2d 479, 481 (Fla. 1st DCA 1978).  

Here, the Parties have agreed to send direct Postcard Notice with a tear-off Claim Form to 

Settlement Class Members. (SA, ¶ 68). Individual, direct notice clearly comports with due process 

requirements. See, e.g., Combined Services, 394 So.3d at 102; Juris v. Inamed Corp., 685 F.3d 

1294, 1320 (11th Cir. 2012). Moreover, the Notice provides a clear explanation of the terms of the 

Settlement; the amount sought in attorneys’ fees, costs, and Service Awards; the Settlement Class 

Members’ right to opt-out or object, and the methods by which to do so; and provides an 

opportunity to be heard at the Final Approval Hearing to be held after the Notice Program is 

completed. (See SA, ¶ 70 and Exs. 1–3); see also Rule 1.220(d)(2) (“The notice shall inform each 

member of the class that (A) any member of the class who files a statement with the court by the 
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date specified in the notice asking to be excluded shall be excluded from the class, (B) the 

judgment, whether favorable or not, will include all members who do not request exclusion, and 

(C) any member who does not request exclusion may make a separate appearance within the time 

specified in the notice.”); Nolan v. Integrated Real Estate Processing, LP, 2009 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 

136890, at *20–21 (M.D. Fla. Sep. 9, 2009) (setting forth what should be included in notice of 

settlement). Thus, the Notice constitutes the best practicable notice and comports with the due 

process requirements of the Florida Constitution.    

C. The Terms of the Settlement are Fair, Reasonable, and Adequate. 

Preliminary approval of a class action settlement “is not binding, and it is granted unless a 

proposed settlement is obviously deficient.” Smith v. Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co., 2010 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 

67832, *6 (S.D. Fla. June 15, 2010).5 “Preliminary approval is appropriate where the proposed 

settlement is the result of the parties’ good faith negotiations, there are no obvious deficiencies, 

and the settlement falls within the range of reason.” Id. at *7. These requirements are readily 

satisfied here, as demonstrated above in the Settlement Agreement and the exhibits thereto. City 

of L.A. v. Bankrate, Inc., 2016 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 115071, *14-15 (S.D. Fla. Aug. 24, 2016) 

(granting preliminary approval of proposed class action settlement where “the proposed settlement 

was made after mediation was conducted,” “[t]he negotiations appear to have been made in good 

faith and there do not appear to be any obvious deficiencies,” and the settlement amount “appears 

to be within the range of reasonableness”); Almanzar v. Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., 2015 U.S. 

Dist. LEXIS 178149, *5-6 (S.D. Fla. Oct. 15, 2015) (granting preliminary approval, finding that 

proposed class action settlement was based on “informed, good-faith, arms-length negotiations 

 
5 Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.220 is patterned after Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure; consequently, Florida courts consider case law interpreting Rule 23 as persuasive. 

Broin v. Philip Morris Co., 641 So.2d 888, n.1 (Fla. 3d DCA 1994). 
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between the Parties and their capable and experienced counsel,” and settlement was “within the 

range of reasonableness and possible judicial approval”). 

As will be set forth in greater detail in the Motion for Final Approval—and as demonstrated 

by the terms of the Agreement—the settlement approval factors identified by the Third District 

Court of Appeal to evaluate the fairness, reasonableness and adequacy of a settlement favor 

approval here. Grosso, 983 So. 2d at 1173 (“To approve a class action settlement, the trial court 

must find that the agreement was fair, reasonable, and adequate.”). The relevant factors include: 

(i) the complexity and duration of the litigation; (ii) the reaction of the class to the settlement;6 (iii) 

the stage of the proceedings; (iv) the risk of establishing liability; (v) the risk of establishing 

damages; (vi) the risk of maintaining a class action; (vii) the ability of the defendant to withstand 

a greater judgment; (viii) the reasonableness of the settlement in light of the best recovery; and 

(ix) the range of reasonableness of the settlement in light of all the attendant risks of litigation. Id. 

at 1173–74. 

Indeed, there was no fraud or collusion in reaching the Settlement, which was entered into 

after the exchange of informal discovery, arm’s-length negotiations and a full day of mediation 

with a well-respected and knowledgeable mediator; this Action is complex and expensive; 

Plaintiffs elicited extensive data demonstrating the contours of the Settlement Class and 

Defendant’s practices and procedures; and the likelihood of success is uncertain. (Joint Decl., ¶¶ 

8, 21–27). The Settlement Class Member Benefits in this Settlement are more than reasonable, 

given the complexity of the Action and the significant risks and barriers that loomed in the absence 

of settlement including, but not limited to, a motion to dismiss, motion for class certification, 

motion for summary judgment, trial, and an inevitable appeal following final judgment. (See id.) 

 
6 This factor is best judged after Notice is sent to the Settlement Class Members. 
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Plaintiffs and Class Counsel believe the Settlement is a great and a reasonable result for the 

Settlement Class, considering factors stated above, and are certain the Settlement Class will 

likewise be satisfied with the result, but this is better evaluated at the Final Approval Hearing. (See 

id.). For all these reasons, Plaintiffs respectfully submit that there are no obvious deficiencies to 

the Settlement precluding Preliminary Approval and that this Motion should be GRANTED.  

D. Proposed Schedule of Events. 

Plaintiffs respectfully propose the following schedule for the Court’s review and approval. 

If the Court agrees with the proposed schedule, Plaintiffs request that the Court schedule the Final 

Approval Hearing for the week of ____________, 2026, or soon thereafter, depending upon the 

Court’s availability. 

EVENT DEADLINE 

Deadline to commence Notice Program 

 

Within 30 days of Preliminary Approval 

 

Deadline for filing Motion for Final 

Approval, including Class Counsel’s 

Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and 

Service Awards 

45 days before the initial scheduled Final 

Approval Hearing 

Opt-out Deadline 30 days before the initial scheduled Final 

Approval Hearing 

Objection Deadline 30 days before the initial scheduled Final 

Approval Hearing 

Claim Form Deadline 15 days before the initial scheduled Final 

Approval Hearing 

Final Approval Hearing Week of _________, 2026, or soon 

thereafter. 

 

V. CONCLUSION  

For the reasons stated above, Plaintiffs and Class Counsel respectfully request that the 

Court: (i) preliminarily approve the Settlement; (ii) provisionally certify the Settlement Class for 

settlement purposes; (iii) approve the Notices and Notice Program, including the opt-out and 

objection procedures; (iv) approve the Claim Form and Claims Process; (v) appoint Plaintiffs as 
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Class Representatives; (vi) appoint Scott Edelsberg of Edelsberg Law, P.A., and Tonyia Johnson 

of Shamis & Gentile P.A. as Class Counsel; (vii) appoint CPT Group, Inc. as the Settlement 

Administrator; and (viii) set the Final Approval hearing date and time. A proposed Preliminary 

Approval Order is attached to the Settlement Agreement as Exhibit 5. 

 

Dated:  July 7, 2026           Respectfully submitted,  

       /s/Tonyia Johnson     

 Tonyia Johnson (FBN 1058251) 

SHAMIS & GENTILE P.A. 

tjohnson@shamisgentile.com 

14 NE 1st Ave., Suite 705 

Miami, Florida 33132 

Tel: (305) 479-2299 

 

Counsel for Plaintiffs and the Class  

 

 

 

NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - 



18 

CERTIFICATE OF CONFERRAL PURSUANT TO FLA. R. CIV. P. 1.202 

I hereby certify that prior to filing this motion, I discussed the relief requested in this motion 

via email with Defendant’s counsel who represented that Defendant agrees to the relief sought 

herein. 

       /s/Tonyia Johnson     

 Tonyia Johnson (FBN 1058251) 

SHAMIS & GENTILE P.A. 

  

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on July 7, 2026, I electronically filed the foregoing with the 

Clerk of the Court which will send notice of electronic filing to all counsel of record.  

       

       /s/Tonyia Johnson     

 Tonyia Johnson (FBN 1058251) 

SHAMIS & GENTILE P.A. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA  

 

       CASE NO. 2026-009556-CA-01 

PAUL JEFFERSON, EVELYN SANDS, and  

BRIDGETT CONNOR, individually and on  

behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

 Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS, INC., 

 

 Defendant. 

_____________________________________/ 

 

JOINT DECLARATION OF CLASS COUNSEL 

IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 

 We, Scott Edelsberg of Edelsberg Law, P.A. and Tonyia Johnson of Shamis & Gentile 

P.A., pursuant to Fla. Stat. § 95.525, hereby declare as follows: 

1. We are Counsel for Plaintiffs and proposed Class Counsel for the Settlement Class 

in this Action. We submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement. Unless otherwise noted, we have personal 

knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration and could and would testify competently to 

them if called upon to do so.1 

2. This Action concerns two (2) data security incidents impacting Defendant’s 

systems. On October 21, 2024, Defendant experienced a ransomware incident (the “2024 Data 

Incident”). (SA, ¶ 1). After an investigation, Defendant determined that certain files may have 

                                                 
1 All capitalized terms herein shall have the same meanings as those defined in the Settlement 

Agreement (“SA” or “Settlement”), attached as Exhibit A to Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement. 
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been accessed without authorization and, on or around August 22, 2025, sent out notice letters to 

potentially impacted individuals. (Id.). Thereafter, on April 4, 2026, Defendant experienced a 

second data security incident by a different threat actor (the “2026 Data Incident,”) (together, with 

the 2024 Data Incident, the “Data Incidents”). (Id.).  

3. After several lawsuits were filed against Defendant, the Parties agreed to conserve 

resources and focus their efforts on settlement. Following a mediation overseen by an experienced 

data privacy mediator, the Parties reached an agreement in principle to resolve all claims related 

to the Data Incidents. 

4. In advance of mediation, Plaintiffs requested, and Defendant provided, informal 

discovery including information related to, among other things, the nature and cause of the 2024 

Data Incident, the number and geographic location of individuals impacted by the 2024 Data 

Incident, and the specific type of information potentially accessed. 

5. On April 8, 2026, Plaintiffs’ counsel learned that Defendant experienced the 2026 

Data Incident. Shortly thereafter, and following careful review and investigation, Plaintiffs moved 

for leave to amend their operative complaint to add additional allegations concerning the 2026 

Data Incident to ensure complete relief and adjudication of all claims for all putative class members 

in a single proceeding. On April 22, 2026, the unopposed motion for leave to amend was granted, 

and Plaintiffs filed their Amended Consolidated Complaint on April 27, 2026. 

6. On April 29, 2026, the Parties participated in a full-day mediation with Judge Jones. 

After arms-length negotiations between experienced counsel, the Parties reached an agreement on 

the material terms of this proposed classwide Settlement. During these confidential negotiations, 

it was determined federal court jurisdiction was improper and that jurisdiction and venue was 

proper in this Court. Consequently, Plaintiffs dismissed the federal action and filed this Action. 
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The Complaint alleges claims against Defendant arising out of the Data Incidents for 

negligence/negligence per se, breach of implied contract, and unjust enrichment on behalf of a 

proposed national class.  

7. It is our opinion that the Settlement is an excellent result for the Settlement Class 

and provides a comprehensive benefits package to the Settlement Class. 

8. The Parties did not discuss attorneys’ fees, costs, and Service Awards until after 

they reached agreement on all material Settlement terms. 

9. The Settlement was reached in the absence of collusion and is the result of good 

faith, informed, and extensive arm’s-length negotiations between competent and experienced 

attorneys who are familiar with class action litigation and with the legal and factual issues at the 

center of this Action.  

10. Class Counsel are highly qualified and have a great deal of experience litigating 

complex consumer class actions, including in the data privacy context. As can be seen from their 

respective resumes, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2, Class Counsel have significant 

experience in the litigation, certification, trial, and settlement of national class actions, including 

substantial time and resources dedicated to past and present data breach litigation across the 

country. This experience proved beneficial to Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class during Settlement 

negotiations. 

11. Class Counsel have devoted substantial time and resources to vigorously prosecute 

this Action and will continue to do so. Specifically, we have evaluated the claims; prepared 

comprehensive pleadings; propounded informal discovery requests on Defendant to which 

Defendant responded by providing information related to, among other things, the nature and cause 

of the Data Incidents, the number and geographic location of individuals potentially impacted by 
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the Data Incidents, and the specific type of information impacted; and participated in the mediation 

that ultimately resulted in this Settlement. 

12. Certification of the Settlement Class is warranted because the requirements of 

Florida Rule of Civil Procedure (“Rule”) 1.220 are satisfied for settlement purposes. As to Rule 

1.220(a), there are over 20,000 Settlement Class members (numerosity), all of whom have the 

same claim for which the court would decide common issues of fact and law centered on whether 

Defendant’s security environment was adequate to protect the Settlement Class’ Private 

Information (commonality); Plaintiffs’ claims are the same as the rest of the Settlement Class 

Members’ claims and Plaintiffs are not subject to any unique affirmative defenses (typicality); and 

Plaintiffs and Class Counsel have zealously litigated the claim, secured substantial relief, and have 

no conflicting interests to the Settlement Class, and Class Counsel has extensive experience 

litigating data breach class actions (adequacy). 

13. As to Rule 1.220(b)(3), pursuant to the terms of the Settlement, for settlement 

purposes, there are no individual issues precluding class treatment (predominance), and class 

treatment is the best method of adjudication, as seen in the fact that every Settlement Class Member 

shall receive relief without the need for numerous (and duplicative) individual cases (superiority). 

14. Plaintiffs are adequate representatives of the Settlement Class because they have 

cooperated with Class Counsel and assisted in providing important information in the preparation 

of the complaints filed in this Action. Plaintiffs have also diligently and adequately prosecuted this 

Action by, among other things, reviewing filings, promptly providing documents and information 

to Class Counsel, acting in the best interest of the Settlement Class, reviewing the Agreement, and 

accepting the classwide Settlement. Plaintiffs are committed to continue prosecuting this Action 

through Final Approval and protecting the interests of the Settlement Class. 
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15. For settlement purposes, the common issues of fact and law predominate, as there 

are no individual issues precluding class treatment. 

16. Class treatment is the best method of adjudication for settlement purposes, as seen 

in the fact that every Settlement Class member shall receive relief without the need for numerous 

(and duplicative) individual cases. Each member’s claims would be for a relatively small dollar 

amount such that they would not be interested in filing separate actions and it is desirable to 

adjudicate all claims in one forum. Class Counsel is unaware of any other litigation than the Action. 

17. Class Counsel has not been paid for their extensive efforts or reimbursed for 

litigation costs. Class Counsel will apply to the Court for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs of 

up to $362,500.00. Class Counsel will formally request attorneys’ fees and costs through an 

application that will be filed no less than 45 days before the original date set for the Final Approval 

Hearing with the Motion for Final Approval. The Settlement is not contingent on approval of the 

requests for attorneys’ fees, costs, or Service Awards, and if the Court grants amounts other than 

what was requested, the remaining provisions of the Agreement will remain in full force and effect. 

18. The Released Claims discharged against the Released Parties in the Agreement are 

appropriately tailored and are claims arising out of or relating to the Data Incidents. 

19. With the Court’s approval, the Parties agree to use CPT Group, Inc. for purposes 

of disseminating Notice and administering the Settlement. CPT Group is a well-respected and 

reputable third-party administrator that was mutually selected by the Parties and has significant 

experience with data breach class action settlements. CPT Group is highly qualified to manage the 

entire settlement administration process. Class Counsel and Defendant’s Counsel will oversee CPT 

Group. 
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20. Class Counsel are confident the Settlement warrants the Court’s Preliminary 

Approval. Its terms are not only fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interests of the 

Settlement Class, but also are an extremely favorable result with substantial benefits. The 

Agreement provides significant and concrete benefits to the Settlement Class. 

21. Class Counsel and Defendant’s Counsel have fully evaluated the strengths, 

weaknesses, and equities of the Parties’ respective positions and believe the Settlement fairly 

resolves their respective differences. 

22. The risks, expense, complexity, and likely duration of further litigation support 

preliminary approval of the Settlement. Any settlement requires the parties to balance the merits 

of the claims and defenses asserted against the attendant risks of continued litigation and delay. 

23. Class Counsel believe the claims asserted are meritorious and that Plaintiffs would 

prevail if this matter proceeded to trial. However, Class Counsel are also pragmatic and understand 

the legal uncertainties associated with continued litigation, which would be lengthy and expensive. 

Accordingly, a class action is the superior method of adjudicating this case. 

24. Data breach litigation is often difficult and complex. Recovery, if any, by any 

means other than settlement would require additional years of litigation and possibly an appeal. 

Without the Settlement, the Parties faced the possibility of litigating this Action through the 

completion of fact discovery, class certification, expert discovery, summary judgment, trial, and 

appeals, which would be complex, time-consuming, and expensive. Continued litigation could 

impede the successful prosecution of these claims at trial and in an eventual appeal, resulting in 

zero benefit to the Settlement Class. Further, since the Court had not yet certified a class at the 

time the Agreement was executed, it is unclear whether certification would have been granted. 

Briefing class certification would have required the Parties to expend significant resources. 
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25. Although the Parties entered into a Settlement relatively early in litigation, the 

Parties had sufficient visibility into the strengths and weaknesses of their respective cases. Further, 

the Settlement negotiations were hard-fought, and the Parties expended significant time and energy 

on this Action. 

26. Under the circumstances, the Settlement represents a highly favorable compromise 

that balances the merits of Plaintiffs’ claims and the likelihood of succeeding at trial and on appeal 

with the attendant risks. The inherent uncertainty in litigation presents a risk to Plaintiffs of 

expending time and money on this case with the possibility of no recovery at all for the Settlement 

Class.  

 Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing declaration and that the 

facts stated in it are true. Executed in Miami, Florida on July 7, 2026. 

/s/Tonyia Johnson     

      Tonyia Johnson 

   

 

 Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing declaration and that the 

facts stated in it are true. Executed in Aventura, Florida on July 7, 2026. 

              

            /s/ Scott Edelsberg     

       Scott Edelsberg 
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Scott Edelsberg’s broad-based litigation experience representing both 
plaintiffs and defendants provides him with an invaluable perspective 
when prosecuting claims on behalf of consumers who have been 
harmed by corporate wrongdoing.

Scott Edelsberg is the founding partner of Edelsberg Law, PA and 
focuses his practice in the areas of class actions, consumer fraud and 
personal injury.

In connection with his representation in class action matters, Edelsberg 
has litigated cases in multiple state and federal jurisdictions throughout 
the country, including two multi-district litigation proceedings. In 
those cases, Edelsberg has won contested class certification motions, 
defended dispositive motions, engaged in data-intensive discovery and 
worked extensively with economics and information technology experts 
to build damages models. His efforts have lead to numerous class 
settlements, resulting in millions of dollars in relief for millions of class 
members. 

Edelsberg is a native of South Florida and earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science from the University of Michigan. While at 
Michigan, he was awarded the Michigan Merit Scholar award and 
served as an intern for the Washtenaw County Public Defender’s office. 
Edelsberg went on to receive a Juris Doctor degree, Cum Laude, from 
the University of Miami School of Law. While attending law school, he 
was on the Dean’s List, a member of the International and Comparative 
Law Review, a Merit Scholarship recipient and served as an Equal Justice 
for America Fellow.

E: scott@edelsberglaw.com
O: 310-438-5355
C: 305-975-3320

SCOTT EDELSBERG
PARTNER

EDUCATION
University of Miami School of Law,           

J.D. - 2012

University of Michigan, B.A. - 2009​

BAR ADMISSIONS
Florida

California

COURT ADMISSIONS
Southern District of Florida

Middle District of Florida

PRIMARY PRACTICE
Class Action
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ABOUT US Your Trusted Class Action Law Firm. We are a dedicated class action firm 
committed to providing wide-ranging legal representation focused on 
delivering for our clients. Edelsberg Law is one of the top class action 
and commercial litigation law firms in the country.

THE EDELSBERG LAW PROMISE Never shying away from litigating large consumer national class actions, 
Edelsberg Law is trusted by clients across the country to represent their 
interests and resolve their legal matters.

OUR MISSION The attorneys and legal professionals at Edelsberg Law take pride in 
offering the highest caliber legal representation
We strive to help those that need help vindicating their rights and do 
not shy away from the difficult cases. If we take your case, we promise to 
work hard, efficient, and in your best interest.

SETTLEMENTS Defranks V. Nastygal Class Settlement For $5 Million Case No. 19-Cv-
23028 (S.D. Fla 2020), Picton V. Greenway Dodge Class Settlement 
For $2,745,000 Case No. 19-Cv-196-Orl (M.D. Fla 2020), Ostendorf V. 
Grange Indem. Ins. Co. Class Settlement For $12 Million Case No. 2:19-
Cv-1147, 2020 Wl 134169 (S.D. Ohio 2020), Banks V. Fuccilloo Affiliates 
Of Florida Class Settlement For $1,854,260 Case No. 19-Cv-00227 (M.D. 
Fla 2020), Goldschmidt V. Rack Room CLASS SETTLEMENT FOR $25.9 
MILLION Case No. 18-CV-21220 (S.D. FLA 2020), PENA V. LEX LAW CLASS 
SETTLEMENT FOR $11.5 MILLION Case No. 18-CV-24407 (S.D. FLA 2020, 
Cortazar V. Ca Ventures Class Settlement For $600,000 Case No. 19-Cv-
22075 (S.d. Fla 2020), Albrecht V. Oasis Power Class Settlement For $11 
Million Case No. 18-Cv-1061 (S.D. Fla 2020), Robley V. Ids Property Casulaty 
Ins. Co. Class Settlement For $275,000 Case No. 2019-022263-Ca-01 (Fla. 
11th Cir. Ct.), Bracero V. Mendota Ins. Co. Class Settlement For $1.1 Million 
Case No. 2019-015886-Ca-01 (Fla. 11th Cir. Ct.),  Avila-Preciado V. Horace 
Mann Property & Casualty Insurance Co. Class Settlementfor $290,000 
Case No. 19-Ca-004683 (Fla. 20th Cir. Ct.), Colon V. Direct General Ins. Co. 
Class Settlement For $780,000 Case No. 2019-Ca-1636 Oc, (Fla. 9th Cir. 
Ct.), Junior Et Al. V. Infinity Auto Insurance Company Over $20 Million 
Settlement For Unpaid Sales Tax And Certain Fees, Final Approval 
Pending Case No. 6:18-Cv-01598-Wwbejk (M.D. Fla), Smart Et Al. V. Auto 
Club Insurance Et Al. Class Settlement For Over $850,000 Case No. 19-
Ca-005580 (Fla. 13th Cir. Ct.), Suarez V. Mapfre Insurance Co. Of Florida 
Class Settlement For $800,000 Case No. 2019-020729-Ca-01 (Fla. 11th 
Cir. Ct.), George V. Peachtree Casualty Insurance Co. Class Settlement 
For $580,000 Case No. Ca-19-674 (Fla. 7th Cir. Ct.), Dunleavy V. Surinse 
Detox Class Settlement For $500,000 Case No. 18-Cv-25090 (S.D. Fla 
2019), Eisenband V. Schumacher Automative Class Settlement For $5 
Million Case No. 9:18-Cv-80911 (S.D. Fla 2019), Poirier V. Cubamax Class 
Settlement For $800,000 Case No. 1:18-Cv-23240 (S.D. Fla 2019), Mclean 
V. Osborn Class Settlement For $800,000 Case No. 18-Cv-81222 (S.D.
Fla 2019), Bloom V. Jenny Craig Class Settlement For $3 Million Case
No. 1:18-Cv-21820 (S.D. Fla 2019), Papa V. Greico Ford Class Settlement
For $4.9 Million Case No. 18-21897 (S.D. Fla 2019), Wijesinha V. Susan B.
Anthony Class Settlement For $1,017,430 Case No. 18-Cv-22880 (S.D. Fla
2019), Halperin V. Youfit Heath Clubs Class Settlement For $1,418,635
Case No. 18-Cv-61722 (S.D. Fla 2019), Dipuglia V. U.S. Coachways, Inc. Class
Settlement For $2.6 Million Case No. 17-23006-Civ (S.D. Fla 2018), Gottlieb
V. Citgo Class Settlement For $8.3 Million Case No. 9:16-81911 (S.D. Fla
2017), Masson V. Tallahasse Dodge Jeep Chrysler, Llc. Class Settlement
For $850,000 Case No. 1-17-Cv-22967 (S.D. 2017), Stathakos V. Columbia
Sportswear Company Obtained Classwide Injuctive Relief Case No. 4:15-
Cv-04543 (N.D. California 2017).
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Gabriel Mandler is a Senior Associate at Edelsberg Law. His practice 
focuses on multi-state consumer class action litigation, representing 
clients in both state and federal courts at the trial and appellate levels.

Gabriel has experience litigating a broad range of class action disputes, 
including employment discrimination, insurance disputes and mass 
torts. Gabriel previously worked at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP, where 
he was part of a team in the remedial phase of a Title VII class action 
that recovered approximately $2 billion for African American and Latino 
teachers who were discriminated against by New York City’s Board of 
Education. Gabriel also has extensive experience handling complex 
commercial litigation disputes through trial.

A Miami native, Gabriel graduated magna cum laude from the 
University of Miami School of Law, where he was a member of the 
Business Law Review and Charles C. Papy, Jr. Moot Court Board. During 
this time, Gabriel interned for the Honorable Jonathan Goodman, a 
United States Magistrate Judge for the Southern District of Florida. Prior 
to law school, Gabriel earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Journalism 
and Communications from the University of Florida.

E: gabriel@edelsberglaw.com
C: 786-200-4316

GABRIEL MANDLER
SENIOR ASSOCIATE

EDUCATION
University of Miami Law School, J.D. 

University of Florida, B.A.
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Rachel Dapeer’s practice focuses on multi-state consumer class action 
litigation and complex commercial litigation. She handles a broad range 
of disputes involving insurance policies, fraudulent business practices, 
labeling claims, and other consumer matters.

Rachel is of-counsel at Edelsberg Law and manages her own law 
firm, Dapeer Law, P.A. where her litigation practice spans a variety of 
industries including real estate, automotive, banking and retail. Prior to 
joining Edelsberg law, Rachel was an Associate at Greenspoon Marder, 
LLP., where she represented businesses and individuals in a variety of 
disputes involving breach of contract, commercial transactions, fraud, 
business torts, deceptive and unfair trade practices, tax lien and real 
estate litigation.

Rachel attended undergraduate school at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (B.S.B.A., 2007) and obtained a Juris Doctorate 
degree from Cardozo Law School (J.D., 2011). Before returning home 
to Miami, Rachel practiced in New York City at Windels, Marx, Lane & 
Mittendorf, LLP, representing lenders, financial institutions, and servicers 
with complex tax lien and mortgage foreclosure proceedings.

E: rachel@edelsberglaw.com
C: 305-610-5223

RACHEL DAPEER
OF COUNSEL

EDUCATION
Cardozo Law School, J.D. - 2011

University of North Carolina,              
B.S., B.A. - 2007
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	8. The Parties then worked diligently to finalize the terms of the Agreement and ancillary documents.
	9. The Parties did not discuss attorneys’ fees, costs, and Service Awards until after they reached agreement on all material Settlement terms.
	10. The Settlement was reached in the absence of collusion and is the result of good faith, informed, and extensive arm’s-length negotiations between competent and experienced attorneys who are familiar with class action litigation and with the legal ...
	11. Class Counsel is highly qualified and has a great deal of experience litigating complex consumer class actions, including in the data privacy context. As can be seen from their resumes, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2, Class Counsel has...
	12. This experience proved beneficial to Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class during Settlement negotiations.
	13. Class Counsel has devoted substantial time and resources to vigorously prosecute this Action and will continue to do so. Specifically, we have evaluated the claims; prepared comprehensive pleadings; consulted with data security experts; propounded...
	14. The Settlement Class Member Benefits set forth in the Agreement are more than reasonable when compared to other data breach settlements, considering the type of information at issue and the class size. All Settlement Class Members are eligible to ...
	15. Certification of the Settlement Class is warranted because the requirements of Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.220 are satisfied. As to Rule 1.220(a), there are approximately 57,751 Settlement Class members (numerosity), all of whom have the sam...
	16. As to Rule 1.220(b)(3), pursuant to the terms of the Settlement, there are no individual issues precluding class treatment (predominance), and class treatment is the best method of adjudication, as seen in the fact that every Settlement Class memb...
	17. Plaintiffs are adequate representatives of the Settlement Class because they have cooperated with Class Counsel and assisted in providing important information in the preparation of the complaints filed in this Action. Plaintiffs have also diligen...
	18. The common issues of fact and law predominate, as there are no individual issues precluding class treatment.
	19. Class treatment is the best method of adjudication, as seen in the fact that every Settlement Class member shall receive relief without the need for numerous (and duplicative) individual cases. Each members’ claims would be for a relatively small ...
	20. Class Counsel has not been paid for their extensive efforts or reimbursed for litigation costs. Class Counsel shall apply to the Court for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs of up to $300,000.00; and all Settlement Administration Costs. Class C...
	21. The Settlement is not contingent on approval of the requests for attorneys’ fees, costs, or Service Awards, and if the Court grants amounts other than what was requested, the remaining provisions of the Agreement shall remain in force.
	22. The Released Claims discharged against the Released Parties in the Agreement are narrowly tailored and are only claims arising out of or relating to the Data Breach.
	23. With the Court’s approval, the Parties agree to use Simpluris, Inc. for purposes of disseminating Notice and administering the Settlement. Simpluris is a well-respected and reputable third-party administrator that was mutually selected by the Part...
	24. Class Counsel are confident the Settlement warrants the Court’s Preliminary Approval. Its terms are not only fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interests of the Settlement Class, but also are an extremely favorable result with substantial...
	25. Class Counsel and Defendant’s Counsel have fully evaluated the strengths, weaknesses, and equities of the Parties’ respective positions and believe the proposed settlement fairly resolves their respective differences.
	26. The risks, expense, complexity, and likely duration of further litigation support preliminary approval of the Settlement. Any settlement requires the parties to balance the merits of the claims and defenses asserted against the attendant risks of ...
	27. Class Counsel believes the claims asserted are meritorious and that Plaintiffs would prevail if this matter proceeded to trial. However, Class Counsel is also pragmatic and understands the legal uncertainties associated with continued litigation, ...
	28. Data breach litigation is often difficult and complex. Recovery, if any, by any means other than settlement would require additional years of litigation and possibly an appeal. Without the Settlement, the Parties faced the possibility of litigatin...
	29. Although the Parties entered into a Settlement relatively early in litigation, the Parties had sufficient visibility into the strengths and weaknesses of their respective cases. Further, the Settlement negotiations were hard-fought, and the Partie...
	30. Under the circumstances, the Settlement represents a highly favorable compromise that balances the merits of Plaintiffs’ claims and the likelihood of succeeding at trial and on appeal with the attendant risks. The inherent uncertainty in litigatio...
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	6. On April 29, 2026, the Parties participated in a full-day mediation with Judge Jones. After arms-length negotiations between experienced counsel, the Parties reached an agreement on the material terms of this proposed classwide Settlement. During t...
	7. It is our opinion that the Settlement is an excellent result for the Settlement Class and provides a comprehensive benefits package to the Settlement Class.
	8. The Parties did not discuss attorneys’ fees, costs, and Service Awards until after they reached agreement on all material Settlement terms.
	9. The Settlement was reached in the absence of collusion and is the result of good faith, informed, and extensive arm’s-length negotiations between competent and experienced attorneys who are familiar with class action litigation and with the legal a...
	10. Class Counsel are highly qualified and have a great deal of experience litigating complex consumer class actions, including in the data privacy context. As can be seen from their respective resumes, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2, Clas...
	11. Class Counsel have devoted substantial time and resources to vigorously prosecute this Action and will continue to do so. Specifically, we have evaluated the claims; prepared comprehensive pleadings; propounded informal discovery requests on Defen...
	12. Certification of the Settlement Class is warranted because the requirements of Florida Rule of Civil Procedure (“Rule”) 1.220 are satisfied for settlement purposes. As to Rule 1.220(a), there are over 20,000 Settlement Class members (numerosity), ...
	13. As to Rule 1.220(b)(3), pursuant to the terms of the Settlement, for settlement purposes, there are no individual issues precluding class treatment (predominance), and class treatment is the best method of adjudication, as seen in the fact that ev...
	14. Plaintiffs are adequate representatives of the Settlement Class because they have cooperated with Class Counsel and assisted in providing important information in the preparation of the complaints filed in this Action. Plaintiffs have also diligen...
	15. For settlement purposes, the common issues of fact and law predominate, as there are no individual issues precluding class treatment.
	16. Class treatment is the best method of adjudication for settlement purposes, as seen in the fact that every Settlement Class member shall receive relief without the need for numerous (and duplicative) individual cases. Each member’s claims would be...
	17. Class Counsel has not been paid for their extensive efforts or reimbursed for litigation costs. Class Counsel will apply to the Court for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs of up to $362,500.00. Class Counsel will formally request attorneys’ fe...
	18. The Released Claims discharged against the Released Parties in the Agreement are appropriately tailored and are claims arising out of or relating to the Data Incidents.
	19. With the Court’s approval, the Parties agree to use CPT Group, Inc. for purposes of disseminating Notice and administering the Settlement. CPT Group is a well-respected and reputable third-party administrator that was mutually selected by the Part...
	20. Class Counsel are confident the Settlement warrants the Court’s Preliminary Approval. Its terms are not only fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interests of the Settlement Class, but also are an extremely favorable result with substantial...
	21. Class Counsel and Defendant’s Counsel have fully evaluated the strengths, weaknesses, and equities of the Parties’ respective positions and believe the Settlement fairly resolves their respective differences.
	22. The risks, expense, complexity, and likely duration of further litigation support preliminary approval of the Settlement. Any settlement requires the parties to balance the merits of the claims and defenses asserted against the attendant risks of ...
	23. Class Counsel believe the claims asserted are meritorious and that Plaintiffs would prevail if this matter proceeded to trial. However, Class Counsel are also pragmatic and understand the legal uncertainties associated with continued litigation, w...
	24. Data breach litigation is often difficult and complex. Recovery, if any, by any means other than settlement would require additional years of litigation and possibly an appeal. Without the Settlement, the Parties faced the possibility of litigatin...
	25. Although the Parties entered into a Settlement relatively early in litigation, the Parties had sufficient visibility into the strengths and weaknesses of their respective cases. Further, the Settlement negotiations were hard-fought, and the Partie...
	26. Under the circumstances, the Settlement represents a highly favorable compromise that balances the merits of Plaintiffs’ claims and the likelihood of succeeding at trial and on appeal with the attendant risks. The inherent uncertainty in litigatio...





